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H.R. 91, H.R. 203, H.R. 313, H.R. 2499, on 
and on and on, not bills that we have 
passed here in the House, though we 
have, but bills we have passed in the 
House, bills that have been passed in 
the Senate, bills that the House and 
Senate have come together on, bills 
that have been sent to the President’s 
desk, and bills that the President has 
signed into law, making a difference. 

b 1200 

Mr. Speaker, reducing the size and 
scope of government. H.R. 1626, H.R. 
2029, H.R. 2048, and the list goes on and 
on and on. Doing things together for 
our bosses back home because they are 
going to make a difference. 

Mr. Speaker, creating jobs and ex-
panding economic opportunity. Again, 
H.R. 2029, H.R. 22, H.R. 1000, S. 535. Mr. 
Speaker, yes, there are even some bills 
that originated in the Senate that are 
delivering for the American people. I 
am proud to say most of them start 
with H.R., but there are even a few 
Senate bills in there. Good ideas from 
the other body that we took on, that 
we made better, that we sent to the 
President’s desk, that he signed. 

Defending America’s freedom and se-
curity, patient-centered healthcare so-
lutions. Mr. Speaker, everybody talks 
about the President’s healthcare bill. 
You are either for it or you are against 
it. It is a divisive issue. Nobody talks 
about the fact that there are parts of 
the President’s healthcare bill that I 
believe are broken from the hard core 
right and that my friends on the left 
believe are broken, too. And so we have 
come together not once, not twice, not 
three times, not five times, but almost 
a dozen times to repeal parts of the 
President’s healthcare bill that we all 
agreed were not serving the American 
people. 

Mr. Speaker, at the end of the day, it 
is not about who can be a good Repub-
lican or who can be a good Democrat. 
It is about who can be a good public 
servant, and that is never going to 
make the front page of the newspaper. 
It is never going to be a part of this 
Presidential election cycle. It is never 
going to be in a commercial on TV 
talking about how successful we are 
when the cameras go off, when the la-
bels come off, and when we are focused 
on what we all came here to do, and 
that is to make a difference. 

Mr. Speaker, we are going to keep 
going on through this election cycle. 
There is going to be more division, 
there is going to be more strife, and 
there is going to be more finding out 
who is to blame and whose fault it is. 

I have gotten to know the men and 
women in this Chamber, Mr. Speaker. I 
confess, there were some of them that 
I wanted to dislike from the get-go. Oh, 
I wanted to dislikes them. I had seen 
them on TV, and I knew they didn’t 
have any merit, didn’t have any busi-
ness being here, didn’t have any desire 
to serve the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, my confession here 
today is I was wrong. I was wrong. 

There are colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle with whom I disagree with 
about virtually everything, but for 
that one small issue on which we find 
some common ground, they will roll up 
their sleeves and they will bleed with 
me and sweat with me until we find a 
way to make a difference for families 
back home in their district and mine. 

Mr. Speaker, there are folks on the 
other side who come down here on this 
floor and rail and rail and rail, and it 
is every partisan tagline that you 
could imagine, but when the camera 
goes off, they roll up their sleeves and 
they get to work on making a dif-
ference for their district and for mine. 

Mr. Speaker, my voice is not loud 
enough to drown out all the division 
that is in a Presidential election cam-
paign. Mr. Speaker, my voice is not 
loud enough to drown out all the com-
mercials going on all over the country 
and all the headlines all over the coun-
try that talk about how Washington is 
a big cesspool, and it is broken, and we 
should just give up on self-governance 
altogether, but not me. My voice may 
not be loud enough, but it will be tire-
less. 

I believe in self-governance. I believe 
that my district has priorities that are 
going to be different from priorities in 
another district, and that is okay. I be-
lieve that division sometimes brings 
out the best of ideas, and that is okay. 
I believe that my colleagues believe 
that there is no challenge too big for 
America to confront when Americans 
confront it together. 

I do not know what November holds, 
but I know this: We have the best sys-
tem of governance on the planet. It is 
not easy. It is not clean. It is not sim-
ple. But when you put the American 
people in charge, it is effective. 

Mr. Speaker, you are not going to 
sell good newspapers talking about the 
difference that we make together in 
self-governance, but we are going to 
make that difference together. Folks 
here didn’t come for the headlines. 
They came to do the things that 
mattered, and I am proud to work with 
folks on both sides of the aisle to get 
that done. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 2908. An act to adopt the bison as the 
national mammal of the United States. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
titles in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested: 

S. 1635. An act to authorize the Depart-
ment of State for fiscal year 2016, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1875. An act to support enhanced ac-
countability for United States assistance to 
Afghanistan, and for other purposes. 

S. 2845. An act to extend the termination of 
sanctions with respect to Venezuela under 
the Venezuela Defense of Human Rights and 
Civil Society Act of 2014. 

f 

IMPORTANT ISSUES IN THE NEWS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as 
I listened to my good friend—and I 
think it is important that we note that 
our colleagues are good friends and 
Americans who care. That is why I 
have come to the floor to challenge the 
hearts and minds of my colleagues, for 
my discussion today, as the gentleman 
that preceded me, will be in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD for my colleagues 
to peruse and for the American people 
to peruse. 

I do take note of the fact, as the gen-
tleman recounted the history of budg-
ets—and I might say that I, too, spent 
time working on the 1997 budget. I have 
been privileged to serve from that time 
when a bipartisan effort—with every-
one, in essence, putting down their ob-
structionist perspectives—generated 
one of the best health insurance pro-
grams for our children, called CHIP, 
that the Nation has seen, that millions 
of American children are now insured. 

But it is important to note that the 
present Republican majority failed to 
put a budget on the floor for us to vote 
up or down, primarily because there 
were Members in their own conference 
that would not vote because the cuts 
were not sufficient, even though tril-
lions of dollars were cut from edu-
cation and many other services that 
the American people need. 

Now, I know that the American peo-
ple are very independent. There are 
States that have worked very hard to 
ensure that their particular citizens in 
their State are well taken care of, but 
the one thing I know about the Federal 
Government, it is the umbrella on a 
rainy day. 

I will go home to my district, having 
suffered the terrible impact of major 
flooding, 20 inches of rain devastating 
young families, devastating people who 
flooded just less than a year ago in 
May of 2015. Oh, we pulled ourselves up 
by our bootstraps, tore out carpet, 
threw out all of our personal posses-
sions, but we needed the umbrella, 
FEMA, that is en route to my district 
now to help those who cannot help 
themselves or those who had never 
flooded in 50 years. So we cannot dis-
count the role of the Federal Govern-
ment. 

The United States military is the fin-
est in the world. The Affordable Care 
Act, yes, needs to be fixed in certain 
areas, but 20 million Americans have 
gotten insurance, and more Americans 
have private insurance because they 
said, you know what, it is the right 
thing to do. 
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